[image: image1.png]


MIAMI CITY BALLET’S

APPLICATION PACKET FOR

THE NUTCRACKER 2010
AUDITIONS

Enclosed you will find the following forms:

· Audition Information 
· Guidelines 
· Registration Form 
· Consent and Release Form
PLEASE read through these pages carefully.  Many of your questions will be answered within these forms.  
Once you have read and signed these forms, please mail:
· Guideline agreement form (page 5 of packet)
· Registration Form (page 6)
· Consent and Release Form (page 7)
TO:

Carolyn Chesney
7311 Stonegate Drive
Naples, FL 34109

Please keep other pages for your further reference.

Any questions can be addressed by calling Carolyn Chesney, Local Rehearsal Director at 239-404-8371 or Mary Hines, Parent Coordinator 239-293-3996.  Please do not call the Philharmonic.

On behalf of myself and my staff, I wish you the best of luck.

Carolyn Chesney
Local Rehearsal Director

Miami City Ballet - Nutcracker 2010
Audition Information: Naples

Date:


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2010
Times:


9:30am – 2:30pm (please see specific times below)

Approximate Age:
8-16 years old

Location of Audition:

Naples Philharmonic Center for the Arts
5833 Pelican Bay Boulevard
Naples, FL 34108-2740
Performance dates:
Saturday, November 27 and Sunday, November 28
Girl’s Attire:  Solid color leotard (black preferred), pink tights, ballet slippers, (point shoes for girls currently working on point).  Hair must be in a secure bun. Short hair should be pinned back. No jewelry, skirts or leg warmers.

Boy’s Attire:  Black tights, white T-shirt, ballet slippers

Height and Age Requirements
Height*

Age

Registration Time

Audition Time

4’- 4’5”

8-10

9:30-10:00am


10:30-12:00 (age 8 as of performance day)
4’5 – 4’11”

10-12

11:00-11:30am

12:00-1:30

4’11 – 5’3”

12-16

12:30-1:00


1:30-2:30

*Attend the session according to closet height of dancer rather than age.

Registration form must be completed (including a parent signature) before auditioning.  Only Miami City Ballet staff and auditioning children are allowed in the audition.

Miami City Ballet’s production of The Nutcracker offers many children’s roles in Act I and Act II.  Miami City Ballet’s Artistic Staff will conduct the audition to select and place the children in their roles.  Their casting decisions are final.

While the staff of Miami City Ballet is committed to making the audition process a very positive experience for the children, it does happen from time to time that someone does not receive a part.  We would like to emphasize that this is not a reflection on the child’s ability or talent, and should not be interpreted as such.  The casting depends on a number of pre-existing production requirements such as number of costumes and sizes.

In addition, The Nutcracker is protected by certain copyright regulations, which do not permit changes to the existing production.  Therefore, parents of a child who has not been selected for this year’s production can help by explaining this to the child and encourage him or her to try again next year.

When a child receives a part, the Artistic Staff has made every effort to place the young dancer in a role most appropriate to his or her current ability.  Each and every role is important to the success of the production.  As an introduction to the magical world of ballet, The Nutcracker provides children with a unique opportunity to learn new disciplines:  punctuality, musicality, stage presence, role characterization, and choreographic memory.  They are fascinated by the intrigues of lighting, music, scenery and have a thoroughly wonderful time.  No matter what role the child performs, we guarantee memories to last a lifetime!

We are proud of the stellar position Miami City Ballet has earned on the international scene.  Our performers rank among the finest in the world.  We are looking forward to another fabulous Nutcracker season and hope to include your child in the 2010 cast.

Miami City Ballet

Nutcracker Guidelines

Please read the following guidelines carefully.  Your signature is required on page 5 & 7.  These forms (pages 5,6,7) MUST be turned in before or on the audition date.

INTENSIVE REHEARSALS

Children must be available for the first week of Intensive Rehearsals immediately following the audition day.  This schedule will be handed out at the conclusion of the child’s audition.  Attendance at all Intensive Rehearsals IS MANDATORY.  Brief parent meetings will be held after each rehearsal to share information and to answer any questions.

REGULAR WEEKLY REHEARSALS

Following the Intensive Week, regular rehearsals will generally be held on Saturdays and Sundays and on one weekday afternoon.  The detailed schedule will be handed out at the last Intensive Week rehearsal.  Regular rehearsals will be held at Naples Dance Conservatory (formerly The Ballet Institute.)

A brief parent meeting will generally be held during the middle of rehearsal period to answer all questions regarding the performance week in the theater, and put final touches to the volunteer organization (Mary Hines will coordinate this).  Parents are strongly encouraged to attend this meeting. 
PERFORMANCE WEEK

This schedule is handed out about two weeks prior to the performance week.  It includes all information regarding theater schedules, costume fittings, rotating casts and other important details.  At this point all cast members should clear their extra curricular activity schedule and consider themselves “on call” (November 20-28, 2010).
ATTENDANCE, ABSENCES, TARDINESS

Performing with a professional ballet company requires commitment to quality work on the part of every cast member.  This can be only obtained through adequate rehearsal.  Attendance at the INTENSIVE WEEK and PERFORMANCE WEEK is MANDATORY, without exceptions.  
During rehearsal weeks, a total of only TWO absences for ILLNESS or RELIGIOUS observance will be accepted providing the parent has notified the Local Rehearsal Director (Carolyn Chesney) in a timely manner.  

The dancer may still be removed from the cast if the absences have seriously compromised the child’s ability to catch up on missed work.  Tardiness is NOT acceptable. Rehearsals begin and end on time.  Children should always arrive 10 minutes prior to rehearsal and quietly prepare themselves.  Children who arrive chronically late will regrettably have to be replaced.  Dancers who have roles demanding more ballet technique should always warm up prior to rehearsal.

ATTIRE

Children should always be neat and clean.  The same attire worn for audition should be worn for rehearsals.  Do not forget your ballet slippers!  No jazz shoes.  Hair must be fastened properly (in a bun) so that it does not distract from the dancer’s work.  NO JEWELRY!  Please label all belongings with your name or initials. 

BEHAVIOR

All cast members must behave in a courteous, responsible manner towards each other.  Disrespect to any staff member or disruptive behavior of any kind will be grounds for immediate dismissal.  Good behavior includes arriving on time, being quiet and attentive at all times, respecting the rehearsal studios and theater.  Please pick up after yourselves.  Children who seriously and continually misbehave will be removed from the production.

OBSERVING, WAITING, AND PICK UP

Parents, friends, and siblings may NOT watch rehearsals since it is very distracting to the dancers. Horsing around is not permitted.  Please don’t bring toys to play with while waiting.  Water and healthy snacks are permitted.  NO sodas or candy.  Dancers should be picked up promptly at the end of the rehearsal since we do not have supervisory staff.

PERFORMANCE TICKETS

Information regarding tickets and available discounts will be forth coming.  Since some roles have rotating casts, we suggest waiting until you know your child’s performance dates before purchasing tickets.  The Philharmonic reserves seats for parents and they will be ordered and sold after the roles and casts are confirmed. 
ROTATING CAST AND UNDERSTUDIES

For some roles there will be two equally important casts who will each receive their share of performances.  In case of a child’s illness, the corresponding dancer from the other cast will be called upon to step in.  Understudies learn specific parts.  They must take this seriously since they can be called in at moment’s notice to replace an ill or injured dancer.

MISSED SCHOOL

Every effort is made to schedule rehearsals after school.  However, parents should be prepared to have their child occasionally miss school if the need should arise.

ESTABLISHED PRIORITIES

Performing with a major ballet company requires commitment.  We suggest clearly establishing priorities with the dancer so that he/she does not feel overburdened with extra activities.  It is always a good idea to have the dancer rest properly and eat a healthy snack before attending rehearsal.  Most Nutcracker parents curtail other activities during this very busy time.  Remember that illness or religious days are the only accepted excuses for missing rehearsal with proper notice.
In signing this 2010 Nutcracker Guideline Form, I acknowledge that I have read and understand the conditions set forth and that I have discussed them with my child.  Further, by signing this form, my child and I agree to abide by the above terms and conditions.

AGREED AND ACCEPTED

________________________________________________

____________________________

Signature of Parent or Guardian





Date

________________________________________________

___________________________

Signature of Dancer







Date
________________________________________________
Print Dancer’s Name

Miami City Ballet

2010 Nutcracker Ballet Registration Form

Child’s Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Mother’s Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Father’s Name: _____________________________________________________________________
Academic School: ___________________________________________________________________
Dance School: ______________________________________________________________________
Age: _______________ Birth Date: _______________________ Years of Ballet Study:_________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________________ State: __________ Zip Code: _________________
Telephone:  (Day) ____________________________
(Evening) _________________________


    (Cell) Mother ______________________
(Cell) Father ______________________
Mother’s Email: _________________________________________________________________________

Father’s Email:  _________________________________________________________________________

(Information, schedule changes and important information will be emailed.)

Previous MIAMI CITY BALLET Nutcracker Experience:
NO

YES

Year ________________________________
Role _________________________________
Year ________________________________
Role _________________________________
Year ________________________________
Role _________________________________
Year ________________________________
Role _________________________________

Miami City Ballet

2010 Nutcracker Consent and Release Form
The undersigned has read all the information provided by Miami City Ballet and consents to their child ______________________________ performing at the Naples Philharmonic Center for the Arts.  The undersigned has read and understood the rehearsal requirements and agrees to abide by them.

The undersigned hereby holds the above named corporation and their representatives harmless of any liability if the child is injured while performing on said premises.  This liability release extends to all premises in which Miami City Ballet conducts Nutcracker audition/rehearsals/performances.  The above named corporation will not be held responsible for loss or damage to personal articles.

The undersigned further certifies that the above name child is in good health and has no pre-existing medical condition or recent injury that might impact his or her ability to exercise strenuously.  If such condition (such as diabetes) does exist, please list it below along with the medications taken.  Severe allergies should be listed.

In the event a medical emergency develops either during audition, rehearsals or performances and the parent cannot be reached, the undersigned authorizes the representatives of Miami City Ballet to take emergency measures (call 911) if deemed necessary by the staff member in charge.  The Nutcracker staff cannot take responsibility for administration or dispensing of medications (prescription drugs, injections, etc.)
Any Medical Conditions?  Please explain ______________________________

Medications?  Which? _____________________________________________

Allergies? ______________________________________________________

Injuries within the last six months? __________________________________

I do hereby agree and consent to the preceding paragraphs. 
_______________________________________________________________

Signature of Parent or Guardian

_______________________________________________________________

Parent or Guardian – Please print Name
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